Information for New or Prospective Trustees

Thank you for your interest in becoming a Trustee with Emmaus Oxford. This
document provides more information on the Emmaus Movement, Emmaus Oxford and
the process of becoming a trustee.

About Emmaus Oxford

Emmaus Oxford opened its doors in 2009 and is a charity, a limited company and a
social enterprise, offering former homeless men and women housing and support. Our
residents, who are known as ‘companions’ live and work together, running our
community and social enterprise, which consists of a large retail outlet, collecting and
selling donated household goods, a house clearance business and selling on e-
commerce platforms. We don’t have a set length of stay for companions, but there is
an expectation that companions will move on when the time is right. We offer support,
counselling, learning & development, training and real-life work experience
opportunities. We also help companions access support and assistance outside of
Emmaus, for things like settled housing, employment, and support with mental &
physical health, substance misuse and alcohol issues etc.

The money raised by our business goes into the upkeep of our community and support
costs, our other two main sources of funding are rents [mostly through Housing Benefit
and fundraising.

Emmaus Movement and UK Federation

There are over 400 Emmaus groups located in over 40 countries, working every day
to help the most excluded and tackling the causes of poverty. The first Emmaus
opened in the UK in 1991 and there are now 29 communities, which is what we call
our residential sites, spread across the UK.

You can find more information on Emmaus in the UK here:

https://emmaus.org.uk/about-us/

and the work of the international movement here:

https://www.emmaus-international.org/en/who-we-are/
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Emmaus Oxford Board of Trustees

Our board of trustees usually has between 8-12 members, made up of people with a
diverse range of professional and personal backgrounds, experience and skills, all
contributing towards effective governance of the charity.

You can find out more about our current board of trustees here:

https://emmaus.org.uk/oxford/about-us/our-trustees/

As well as attending board meetings every 6 — 8 weeks, there is also the opportunity
to join other trustees, volunteers, staff and companions as a member of one of our
Sub-Committees, forming a vital part of our governance, these include: Companion
Welfare, Social Enterprise, HR, Finance and Learning & Development.

Please read our Trustee Role Description for more information on the role of Trustee

Recruitment process

If you are interested in applying to be a trustee at Emmaus Oxford, please send your
CV and a covering letter, including how your skills and experience match the person
specification, to our CEO Eddie Blaze on eddieblaze@emmausoxford.org. We’'ll then
arrange an informal visit to our community, where you would have the opportunity to
see what we do more closely and ask any questions about the charity or the role itself.

After an initial visit, and look around, you would then be put into contact with our Chair
of Trustees, Andrew Morgan Giles, for a phone/video call.

Following this there will be an informal interview/meeting with a selection of our
trustees and/or the opportunity to attend a Board meeting as an observer.

At that point, if you decide that you would like to be considered, the board will vote on
your appointment.

More resources about being a charity trustee

Essential Trustee Jigsaw- a simple graphic with trustee responsibilities:

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a80ddf940f0b62305b8d98d/Jigsaw.p
df

The Essential Trustee CC3, what you need to know, what you need to do:

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-essential-trustee-what-you-need-to-
know-cc3

NCVO -Legal Duties of a Trustee

https://www.ncvo.org.uk/help-and-quidance/qgovernance/responsibilities-for-
boards/the-legal-duties-of-trustees/

Last updated May 2025 E Blaze



https://emmaus.org.uk/oxford/about-us/our-trustees/
mailto:eddieblaze@emmausoxford.org
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a80ddf940f0b62305b8d98d/Jigsaw.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a80ddf940f0b62305b8d98d/Jigsaw.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-essential-trustee-what-you-need-to-know-cc3
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-essential-trustee-what-you-need-to-know-cc3
https://www.ncvo.org.uk/help-and-guidance/governance/responsibilities-for-boards/the-legal-duties-of-trustees/
https://www.ncvo.org.uk/help-and-guidance/governance/responsibilities-for-boards/the-legal-duties-of-trustees/

