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A-Z of Fundraising Ideas
[image: image2.emf]K  


Aerobics-athon - To stay fit and healthy, organise an aerobics-athon. It’ll make you feel good about supporting us!
Arts and Crafts Fair - Put your creative talents into action and sell your works of art at a craft fair.
Artwork Sale - Of friends work or that of local artists - any picture, however bad or good looks more attractive in a mount so get them mounted and wrapped in a protective cover
Abseil - Get the adrenaline pumping with a sponsored abseil! Only for the brave…
Antiques Road Show - Find experts to donate their time. Charge for entrance and valuations and maybe link with an Antiques Fair and charge stall holders for their pitches
Auction of promises - People offer goods or services to be auctioned (e.g. cleaning a car, chauffeur for the day, decorating room, haircut etc.) Make sure you advertise well in advance and get an auctioneer with a loud voice!
Angling competition - Participants pay to enter. Prizes for the biggest fish caught, most fish caught and a booby prize for the most unusual item caught. 
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Bad Tie day - Look in your dad’s wardrobe for those outdated ties and dazzle your friends. Pay to display the outrageous tie. Your friends could pay to have the offending tie removed.

Bag packing at local supermarket - Ask your local supermarket if you can hold a bag packing day for Emmaus. It’s a great way to provide a service to the local community while supporting us too.

Battle of the Bands - Challenge those budding musicians to a battle of the bands and put on a concert to raise money. Try and involve local venues and public houses.
Bring and buy sale - Sell donated goods on a stall. Cakes, books, home-made jam, toys and bric-a-brac firm favourites.

Bike ride - Why not organise a bike ride and turn it into a sponsored event?

Bingo - Organise a bingo event – devise your own calls for the numbers. Charge a fee per game.

Barn Dance - find a real barn if possible and hire a good band. Recruit a caller who knows all the dances and can instruct those with two left feet. Charge for admission and refreshments. Make sure you sell enough tickets before the night, not just on the door. 

Book sales - get all your friends and relatives to clear out their book shelves and donate the books to you to sell. 

Bridge evening - The entrance fee could include a light supper or nibbles and a glass of wine. 

Burns Night - get your local Scottish residents to help catch the haggis! 
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Cake sales - Cake sales are a great way to raise money. To ensure a healthy eating dimension have a variety of cakes like carrot cake and banana bread. Don’t forget to sell your products to teachers too, if you’re doing it in school. 
Colour theme days – everyone wears Emmaus Green!  - Bring a bit of colour into your day and raise money at the same time. Get all your friends to dress in the same colour and make a real splash.
Collections - Put those empty jam jars to good use and turn small change into a big difference.

Cross country bucket run - Feel good through exercise and through supporting us. Map out a course for your run and make sure you get sponsored too.
Competitions - Devise your own competition, or use tried and tested ideas such as ‘guess who the baby in the picture is.’
Car wash - Charge your teachers, friends and family to wash their cars.
Caption competition - you need a group of at least 25 people. Get a photo of your club chairman or work CEO doing something unusual and then get everyone to submit a caption for £1. Winner gets 50% of the proceeds. 
Carol singing - entice people along with the promise of mince pies and sherry!
Children's fun day - parents pay for children to take part. Arrange entertainment, face painting, races etc. 
Cinema screening - could your local cinema be persuaded to do a preview for the Society? Increase the price ticket by £1 - £2. Have a display in the foyer. 
Concerts - ticket selling and publicity are vital. Many bands, orchestras and choirs are often on the lookout for opportunities to perform for good causes and in good venues, on an expenses-only basis. You just need to ask! 

[image: image5.emf]K  


Dance-athon - Dance all day in a sponsored dance-athon.

Dress down day - Ditch the uniform or the suit and dress to impress.
Dances - organise a disco, ceilidh, ballroom, salsa or 60’s/70's/80’s night. You need a venue, band/ DJ and a drinks licence (if you are selling alcohol.) 
Darts match - charge an entry fee, have a raffle and refreshments. Make it fun - ladies versus, left handed throws only etc. 
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Enterprise Days - Put on your Apprentice heads and come up with the marketing idea of the century! Create and sell the product you have designed.
Eco day - Dress green and do good deeds for the day, like litter picking and recycling your rubbish. Remember to get sponsored for all the activities you do.
Eating baked beans with a cocktail stick - Challenge your friends to a baked bean eating competition – how many can you eat in a minute using only a cocktail stick?
Exhibition - get local arts and crafts groups (wood turners, jewellery, painters etc) to hold an exhibition of their work. Ask for an admission fee and ask exhibitors to pay a fee for their pitch. 
Expert talk - use an expert or well-known personality prepared to donate their time. Charge admission, have a break to sell refreshments and auction their latest book, invention or autograph. 
eBay - register yourself on eBay.co.uk or another auction site and auction off your old, unwanted items. You're likely to raise more money than you would from a car boot sale and have fun watching the items go up in price at the same time! 
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Fancy dress football - Turn a regular game of football into something rather special with colourful costumes. Challenge your peers, teachers or other adults to a crazy match. Pay per game.
Five a side football - Challenge your mates or your teachers to a football tournament. Each team pays to play.
Fashion show - Put your creative talents to the test and organise a fashion show – why not use recycled clothes and make it an eco-show? Invite the wider community to see your fabulous designs, and don’t forget to charge an entry fee.

Family fun day - Get the whole family on board and arrange a fun day full of the activities mentioned throughout.

Film night - Create your own cinema and hold a film night for family and friends. Sell popcorn and drinks and charge an entry fee.

Fishing tournament - get sponsorship from a local angling shop. 

Fun runs - organise your own; you decide the venue and the distance. Try to get a local personality to compete or start the event off. Or, if you do not have time, simply book a place in an officially organised event and ask friends for sponsorship. 

£5 into £50 - Give friends or volunteer fundraisers a sum of money (£5) and a time limit (three months) to increase this by devising a money-generating activity. Ideas include: planting vegetable seeds and selling produce; baking and selling cakes; backing the Derby winner; investing. Award prizes for the most ingenious idea. 

50:50 club - get everyone to donate £1 a month (by standing order if possible). Each month holds a draw when someone wins half the total raised. No licence is required - you just need to ensure at least half the money goes back into prize money. 
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Give it up! - Get sponsored to go without something. Give up speaking for a day, computer games for a week, chocolate/alcohol for a month! Donate us the money you save or raise.
Guess the number of … (balloons in a car, sweets in a jar) - Have a lot of fun challenging your friends to guess the quantity in the jar or car – charge per guess. 
Games: scrabble, chess, trivial pursuits etc - For all those who love the challenge of a board game – why not have a marathon board game tournament? Either pay to play or get sponsored.

Garden party - or open garden; held in your garden, with stalls, games, refreshments and raffles. 
Grow a beard or moustache – get sponsored to grow a beard or moustache, or to shave it all off!
Golf open days - get a golf club to sponsor the event for you, invite club members and local businessmen for the tournament. Organise a raffle and auction in the evening as well. 
Greek night - lay on Greek food, wine and dancing in your local village hall. 
Guy Fawkes party - if you have a large garden organise a firework display, charge for admission and refreshments. 
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Halloween party - hold a fancy dress party at your house or in a local bar. Ask for an entrance fee. Organise a DJ, spooky decorations and nibbles. 
Head and tails auction - good to do at a dinner evening. Get everyone to stand up and pass a bucket around collecting people's change (although encourage £5 notes). Everyone decides whether they're heads or tails by putting a hand on their head or their bottom. Flip a coin on stage and announce the results. Those who get it wrong sit down. Continue until only one person is left. Winner gets a prize. 
Head shave - Ever thought about doing something outrageous and a little bit silly all in the name of charity? How about shaving your head, or men, waxing those legs?
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Indoor games - Organise an indoor Olympics. Rain won’t stop play and you’ll have fun challenging your friends and raising money for us too.
International evening - Hold a themed night representing countries across the world. Decorate your hall with flags from across the globe. Bring an international flavour to the food with different national dishes and entertain your guests with world music. Why not also hold a quiz and test your friends’ geographical knowledge? Charge an entry fee.
It’s a Knockout - Organise an It’s a Knockout competition – fun for all the family. Either make it a sponsored event or pay to play.
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Jumble sales - Reduce, reuse and recycle – the perfect opportunity to hold a jumble sale
Jigsaw marathon - Have you got an eye for a jigsaw? Challenge your friends to a speed jigsaw puzzle race. Get your friends and family to sponsor you too.

Jewellery collection - ask the public and your friends and relatives to donate unwanted jewellery. Auction off the best items and sell the remainder at a car boot sale or use as raffle prizes. Package and display attractively to boost prices and sales
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Kite flying - When the wind is right get those kites into the air. The kite that stays up the longest wins. Why not design your own kites and get sponsored too?

Karaoke - Impress your friends with your singing ability – try out your favourite tunes. Pay per tune.

Knitting competition - How long is that scarf? Challenge your friends to a knit-off. You could sell or auction your work of art too.
Knockout darts or snooker tournament - at your local pub. 
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Litter picking - Get yourselves sponsored on a mass litter pick afternoon and look after the local environment too.
Local races and marathons - take advantage of any local races that are established in your area. Book a place and ask friends for sponsorship. 

Lotteries - could work particularly well in large offices. Make it a monthly event perhaps on pay day. It's important that you adhere to the government's regulations. Read more about organising a raffle or lottery.

Loud tie day - get your company to sponsor it. 
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Magic show - Put your magical talents to good use and organise a show for all your friends. Remember to have an entry fee.

Musical evening - Show off your talents and organise an evening of musical entertainment - from singing to playing instruments. Ask for an entrance fee or donations. 
Mini Olympics - Test those budding Olympians and hold a mini Olympics. Pay to play.

Masterclasses - are you good at something? Why not organise a small class to show other people how to do it? Charge people a fee. 
Matched Giving - lots of employers will match some or all of the sponsorship you raise. It’s a great way to increase your fundraising so check with your manager or HR to see if your company takes part in a matched giving scheme.
Memory meal - transport yourself back to the 60s, 50s or the 40s. Dress in the style of the day and try to cook some dishes of the day. 
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Nominate a teacher – to have their legs, beard or head shaved - Challenge a teacher/youth leader /colleague to have a shave or wax for a good cause. Remember to get sponsored too, or charge people a fee to watch it happen.
Non-Christmas card money raiser - Fed up of sending out Christmas cards to people you sit next to? Ditch the cards and the money you save can go to Emmaus. You could also create one large Christmas card and get everyone to sign it.
Name the teddy - Does your mascot need a name? Charge your mates to come up with the most interesting suggestion. You could raffle the teddy at the end too.

No smoking week - for all those who need a real incentive!
Non uniform day - for kids at school
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Open Garden - ask visitors to donate an entry fee and pay for refreshments or hold a raffle as well. 

Odd job Day - Charge a fee for all those odd jobs around the house that need doing.


Penalty shoot out - Show off your football skills in a sponsored shoot out.

Pantomime - Putting on a pantomime? Why not take a collection for us as people leave?

PTA coffee morning - Get the Mums and Dads to organise a coffee morning – You could combine it with a ‘bring and buy’ sale.
Plant a tree - in collaboration with your local authority's tree planting programme. Invite people to make a donation to have a tree planted in memory of someone. Organise to coincide with National Tree Week which is usually in November. Visit http://www.treecouncil.org.uk/ for details. 
Poetry recital - get people to read their own verses over some mulled wine. 
Pub games evening - teams pay to enter for dominoes, skittles, darts, pool, quizzes etc. Have plenty of fun prizes and charge for refreshments. 


Quiet in the classroom - sponsored silence - Make your teacher happy by remaining quite for a few hours, or even a whole day. Remember to get sponsored too!

Quizzes - Hold a quiz night and raise money for us by charging per entrant.
Quintessentially British Day - get the tea and scones out and celebrate Britishness for the day. Ask for an entry fee. Give prizes for the best fancy dress. 


Raffles - Get friends and family or local businesses to donate prizes and raffle them off.

Relays - Organise a sponsored relay race. Add a bit of variety into the race and create an obstacle relay.

Race night - organise an event at your local dog or horse racing stadium 
Radio campaign - your local radio station may help by broadcasting appeals or adopting you/ your fundraising campaign for a Christmas appeal. 

Soak the teacher/boss - See if you can convince your teachers or youth leaders to get in the stocks and get wet! Get people to pay per sponge.
Students vs. staff – fancy dress tug of war - A fun way to compete with staff at school – challenge them to a tug of war. Each team pays a fee.
Stalls - Set up a variety of stalls, from plants or cakes to recycled goods, and create your own mini £1 bazaar.
Sponsorship - Remember when organising a fundraising event to think about adding a sponsorship element – it’s a great way of collecting your money. Think of clever ideas that your friends and family can sponsor you for.

Scrabble contest - Challenge your friends to a Scrabble competition. Each competitor pays to play.

Swim-athon - Swim the distance for Emmaus. Get sponsored per length… or per mile!

Shave - off your beard or flowing locks! 
Skydiving – why not get sponsored to do a skydive?
Slave auction and disco - prior to the event ask people to offer their skills for auctioning - e.g. cleaning windows, dog walking, decorating a room, babysitting, baking a novelty cake, making a dress. 
Slim - why not raise money as you lose the pounds? Get friends to sponsor you. 
Sports events - do you belong to a sports club? Why not persuade them to hold a charity day? People could pay to enter a competition. 

Sporting club dinner collection or raffle 


Talent contest - Hold a contest to showcase the talents of your friends and family! Organise a collection or charge at the door for entry.

24 hour fast - How long do you usually go without eating? Why not give up something you really enjoy for 24 hours? Get sponsored too.

Tombola - Get friends and family to donate gifts and organise tombola. Only numbers ending in 0 or 5 will win a prize!
Teddy bears’ picnic - Organise a teddy bears’ picnic and invite friends and family too.

Uniform free days - Ditch the uniform for a fee, and take the chance to wear something more casual.
Underwear out - wear your underwear on the outside for a day, ask your friends for sponsorship. Make sure it's clean! 
Underground pub crawl - follow one of the Tube lines, visit pubs en route and do a collection. 

(Down) Under day - celebrate all things Australian, hold a BBQ and ask everyone to dress up like surfers or beach babes. Ask friends to pay an entry fee.


Venues – Don’t forget to ask local music venues, pubs, clubs, halls and sports arenas to get involved. You’ll be surprised at the number of people happy to help you raise money for a good cause!


Walk for Emmaus - Organise a walk for Emmaus and get sponsored too.

Wine tasting evening - spend an evening tasting fine wines. Ask attendees to pay an entry fee, provide wine, cheese and French bread free of charge. Try and get the wine donated or buy it from France! 

World meal - have an Indian, Caribbean or Australian meal at your home or local pub for your friends and family. Get everyone to dress up and charge an entrance fee. 


X-Factor Competition - Celebrate all your talents by putting on a show – Britain’s definitely got talent. Organise your own talent show and invite friends and family too. 

Yoga marathon - only for the very supple! 

Yes day - say yes to everyone's demands (within reason!) and ask people to sponsor you to do so. 


Zany events - the list is endless ... throw a custard pie at your manager; eat jelly with chopsticks, greatest number of marshmallows in a mouth. People can get sponsored or pay to enter.
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